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June 13, 2019 

 

Hon. Daniel Guitard 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 

P.O. Box 6000 

Fredericton, NB 

E3B 5H1 

Dear Mr. Speaker,  

I am writing to request an emergency debate on the permits for the spraying of the herbicide 

glyphosate on New Brunswick’s Crown Lands and under NB Power transmission lines. 

Glyphosate spraying over New Brunswick Crown forests and under powerlines poses a risk to 

New Brunswick’s environment, wildlife, and public health. This matter is worthy of urgent 

consideration because the Minister of Environment and Local Government is required to sign 

permits for the spraying of glyphosate under Sections 11 and 14 of the Pesticide Control Act1 in 

order for the herbicide to be sprayed in August and September. Considering the Legislature is not 

scheduled to sit again until after spraying season, this is an urgent issue today. 

This is an issue of provincial-importance that has not been adequately addressed in the 

Legislative Assembly. Myself and Gilles LePage, the Member for Restigouche-West, tabled the 

largest petition in the Legislative Assembly’s history in 2017 demanding a ban on glyphosate 

herbicide spraying on Crown forests and under powerlines in New Brunswick. Over the past 

three years, 34,832 New Brunswickers have signed this petition. They deserve our adequate 

consideration on this matter.  

There is a growing body of scientific evidence linking glyphosate to a wide range of negative 

impacts on many species including humans. Twelve leading scientists and epidemiologists 

published a consensus statement in the Journal of Environmental Health in 2016 concluding 

glyphosate herbicides contaminate drinking water and that glyphosate exposure levels currently 

deemed safe by regulatory agencies caused kidney and liver damage in animals. They also 

concluded that existing toxicological data and risk assessments for glyphosate herbicides are not 

sufficient to conclude that glyphosate use at current levels is safe.2 The World Health 

Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer deemed glyphosate a “probable 

carcinogen” to humans in 2015.3 Glyphosate-based herbicides heighten the risk of developing 

                                                           
1 Government of New Brunswick, “Pesticides Control Act,” 2011, pg. 9-11: http://laws.gnb.ca/en/ShowPdf/cs/2011-

c.203.pdf  
2 John Peterson Myers, “Concerns over use of glyphosate-based herbicides and risks associated with 

exposures: a consensus statement,” Journal of Environmental Health, 2016: 

https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s12940-016-0117-0  
3 International Agency for Research on Cancer, “Q&A on Glyphosate”: https://www.iarc.fr/wp-

content/uploads/2018/11/QA_Glyphosate.pdf  
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non-Hodgkin lymphoma in those routinely exposed to glyphosate. The Public Health Agency of 

Canada has found significantly elevated levels of non-Hodgkin lymphoma in men in New 

Brunswick compared to the rest of Canada.4  

Due to the extent and urgency of this issue, I am requesting an emergency debate under Section 

45 of the Standing Rules of the Legislative Assembly5 on the permits for the spraying of the 

herbicide glyphosate on New Brunswick’s Crown Lands and under NB Power transmission 

lines. It is our role to take a precautionary approach when it comes to putting our environment at 

risk. The Minister can remove the risk altogether by refusing to sign the permits provided for by 

Subsection 11(3) of the Pesticides Control Act.6  

Thank you for your consideration in this urgent matter. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Coon 

MLA, Fredericton South 

Leader, Green Party of New Brunswick 

 

C.C. 

Glen Savoie – House Leader, Government 

Guy Arseneault – House Leader, Official Opposition 

Rick DeSaulniers – House Leader, People’s Alliance Caucus 

Megan Mitton – House Leader, Green Caucus 

Amy Whittaker – Director of Operation, Government House Leader’s Office 

Léopold Mallet – Chief of Staff, Official Opposition Office 

Sterling Wright – Chief of Staff, People’s Alliance Caucus Office 

Amanda Wildeman – Chief of Staff, Green Caucus Office 

Don Forestell – Clerk, Legislative Assembly 

Shayne Davies – Deputy Clerk, Legislative Assembly 

                                                           
4 Public Health Agency of Canada, “Cancer in Canada: An Epidemiologic Review,” 2014, pg. 19: 

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/migration/phac-aspc/cd-mc/cancer/pdf/cic_eo-cac_ae-eng.pdf  
5 “Standing Rules of the Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick”: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/publications/rules-

reglement.pdf 
6 Government of New Brunswick, “Pesticides Control Act,” 2011, pg. 9-10: http://laws.gnb.ca/en/ShowPdf/cs/2011-

c.203.pdf  
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